
This Board letter requests approval of the Wishtoyo Foundation’s continued operation and 
maintenance of its Chumash Native American Discovery Center (demonstration village and habitat 
restoration) and Creek Restoration Project at Nicholas Canyon Beach. Right of Entry Permit 10-002 
sets forth the conditions and provisions by which Wishtoyo will operate the Discovery Center.

SUBJECT

July 20, 2010

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

RIGHT OF ENTRY PERMIT FOR CHUMASH NATIVE AMERICAN DISCOVERY CENTER AND 
CREEK RESTORATION PROJECT

NICHOLAS CANYON BEACH, CITY OF MALIBU
(THIRD DISTRICT)

(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1. Find that the minor changes to the Chumash Native American Discovery Center and Creek 
Restoration Project described in this Board letter do not involve new significant environmental effects 
or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified environmental effects than were 
considered in the previously approved Negative Declaration for the Nicholas Canyon Creek 
Restoration Project and Chumash Discovery Center in 2004, making reliance on the Negative 
Declaration appropriate under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA);
 
2. Authorize the Director of the Department of Beaches and Harbors to issue a new Right of Entry 
Permit No. 10-002 (Exhibit A) to the Wishtoyo Foundation to allow the Foundation continued access 
to Nicholas Canyon Beach for ceremonial and site visitations, habitat restoration, construction and 
operation of a demonstration village, Native American studies, and an archaeological program; and

3. Authorize the Director of the Department of Beaches and Harbors or his designated 
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representative to issue subsequent permits to the Wishtoyo Foundation after this new permit lapses, 
provided the Director deems it appropriate and the Wishtoyo Foundation’s use of Nicholas Canyon 
Beach remains substantially the same.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Your Board has previously authorized the Director of the Department of Beaches and Harbors 
(Department) to issue a right of entry permit to the Wishtoyo Foundation to operate the Chumash 
Native American Discovery Center (Discovery Center) and conduct habitat restoration at Nicholas 
Canyon Beach (Exhibit B). That right of entry permit (04-020) had a five-year term and will expire on 
July 31, 2010. The Wishtoyo Foundation would like to continue to operate the Discovery Center and 
continue its creek restoration, and, thus, has asked to renew the permit for another five years, 
proposing also the minor addition of one recreational trailer, two small sheds, and a new awning in 
the ceremonial circle to the project. 

Right of Entry Permit 10-002 (Permit) outlines the agreement between the Department  and the 
Wishtoyo Foundation with respect to the Foundation’s use of County property for another five years. 
The purpose of the Permit is for ceremonial and site visitation, habitat / creek restoration, and 
operation of a demonstration village, Native American studies, and archaeological programs. The 
term of the Permit is five years and requires a yearly rent amount of $100. Either party can terminate 
the Permit upon 30 days’ written notice. Under the Permit, Wishtoyo is required to obtain County 
approval before commencing any improvements or alterations to the property and to notify the 
Department before any events with 100 or more attendees.  The Wishtoyo Foundation is not 
permitted to bring groups to the beach, because of slope erosion concerns. Moreover, the Wishtoyo 
Foundation is responsible for the maintenance of and graffiti removal from all improvements placed 
on the premises and must abide by all the conditions set forth in its Coastal Development Permit 
issued by the City of Malibu. Under the Permit, the Wishtoyo Foundation will be able to continue its 
habitat restoration, which includes non-native plant removal from the Discovery Center grounds and 
the creek bed, replanting of appropriate and culturally important native species, and installation of 
above-ground irrigation. 

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The recommended action is consistent with Goal 3, “Community and Municipal Services”, Strategy 1, 
“Cultural and Recreational Enrichment”, of the County’s Strategic Plan, because the Discovery 
Center provides access to a significant cultural resource to all citizens and visitors of Los Angeles 
County and beyond. The Foundation’s habitat restoration is consistent with Goal 1, ”Operational 
Effectiveness”, Strategy 3, “Environmentally Responsible Practices”, of the County’s Strategic Plan 
by promoting environmental stewardship, through clean up of the creek and removal of non-native 
and introduction of  native plants, as well as by conveyance to visitors of the Chumash way of life, 
which has a strong ethic of land stewardship. 

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The Wishtoyo Foundation is responsible for all costs associated with the operation and maintenance 
of the project.  The Foundation has already received several grants for its activities and expects to 
receive several grants and contributions in the future.  Much of the required work at the site is carried 
out by volunteers ranging from Boy and Girl Scouts to high school and college youth.  There is no 
fiscal impact to the County related to this Permit presently or in the future.
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Operating Budget Impact

There will be no impact to the operating budget of the Department of Beaches and Harbors.  

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The County of Los Angeles is the legal owner of Nicholas Canyon Beach located in the City of 
Malibu, on which the Wishtoyo Foundation would like to continue to operate its Discovery Center.  
The Wishtoyo Foundation already has on-site the following: (1) twelve traditional houses; (2) one 
ceremonial circle with fire pit and sweat lodge; (3) one canoe workshop and learning area; (4) fish 
drying racks; (5) mortar stones; (6) one demonstration cemetery; (7) one 10’ x 30’ recreational trailer 
storing archeological artifacts and equipment; (8) one 8’ x 10’ storage shed (approved by City of 
Malibu in 2009); and (9) one portable toilet.  This new Permit authorizes the following additional 
structures:  a 10’ x 10’ fabricated shed; a new awning in the ceremonial circle; a 30-foot recreational 
trailer to serve as an office; and the 8’ x 10’ storage shed approved by the City of Malibu in 2009.  
These improvements are not to be used for general Wishtoyo Foundation purposes or any purpose 
not specifically related to the Discovery Center 

In 2005, the Wishtoyo Foundation obtained a Coastal Development Permit (CDP) from the City of 
Malibu to construct and operate the Discovery Center (Exhibit C) and recently obtained approval 
from the City of Malibu to continue its use under the previously issued CDP with the minor additions 
to the project described in this Board letter. The City of Malibu informed the Wishtoyo Foundation 
that the proposed additions are consistent with the previously issued CDP, and, therefore, no 
amended or new CDP is required (Exhibit D).  

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

In 2004, your Board approved the Negative Declaration (ND) for the Discovery Center with respect to 
the Wishtoyo Foundation’s use of the premises for ceremonial and site visitations, habitat / creek 
restoration, construction and operation of a demonstration village, Indian studies, and an 
archaeological program. 

Other than the proposed minor additions to the project of one 30 foot long recreational trailer, the 
ceremonial circle awning, and two small sheds, there are no other proposed additions or expansions 
to the original scope of Permit 04-020.  The proposed minor additions to the project are not 
substantial, are minor in nature, and raise no new environmental impacts than were considered in 
the previously approved ND. It is, therefore, appropriate under CEQA to rely on the previously 
approved ND for this Permit.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The Chumash Native American Discovery Center and Creek Restoration Project  provides a unique 
environmental and educational resource on an underutilized portion of County land.
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CONCLUSION

Please return one approved copy of this letter to the Department of Beaches and Harbors.

Respectfully submitted,

SANTOS H. KREIMANN

Director

SHK:KS:PW:SP:mr

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer 
County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
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